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Qud ratione gueas traducere leniter cevum. M te semper inops agitet vexetque cupido ; Num. vavor et rerum mediocriter utiiium spes.
HOK., 1 Ep. xviii, 9T
HAVING endeavoured in my last Saturday's paper l to show the great excellency of faith, I shall here consider what are the proper means of strengthening and confirming it in the mind of man.    Those who delight in reading books of controversy, which are written  on both sides of the question in points of faith, do very seldom arrive at a fixed and settled habit of it.    They are one day entirely convinced of its important truths, and the next meet with something that shakes  and disturbs them.    The  doubt which was laid revives again, and shows itself in new difficulties, and that generally for this reason, because the mind which is perpetually tossed in controversies and disputes, is apt to forget the reasons which had once set it at rest, and to be disquieted with  any former perplexity,  when it appears  in  a new shape, or is started by a different hand.   As nothing is more laudable than an inquiry after truth, so nothing is more irrational than to pass away our whole lives, without determining ourselves one way or other in those points which are of the last importance to us.    There are indeed many things from which we may .withhold our assent; but in cases by which we are to regulate our lives, it is the greatest absurdity  to  be  wavering  and   unsettled,   without-closing with that side which appears the most safe and   the   most  probable.    The  first  rule   therefore which I shall lay down is this, that when by reading or discourse we find ourselves thoroughly convinced of the truth of any article, and of the reasonableness of our belief in it, we should never after suffer ourselves  to  call  it into  question.    We  may  perhaps
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